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Mr Neville Board, RN, BA, MPH, FACHI
Chief Digital Health Officer
Department of Health and Human Services, Victoria

Neville Board is Victoria’s Chief Digital Health Officer and heads the Digital Health Branch. The Branch
conducts health sector planning and assurance, sets standards for clinical systems, is implementing
unique patient identification across Victorian health services, and is connecting health services to the
My Health Record system. The Branch also leads the Victorian health service cyber security and ICT
operational assurance programs.
Prior to coming to Victoria in 2018, Mr Board headed the eHealth and Medication Safety program at
the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care. His team conducted clinical safety
assurance of the My Health Record, and developed three editions of the national guide to safe
implementation of electronic medication management (EMM). He also convened the WHO clinical
practice working group for the Global Patient Safety Challenge Medication without Harm.
Mr Board is a registered nurse and has worked in clinical, management, and informatics roles, including
six years managing leprosy and primary care programs in the Brazilian Amazon. He implemented
radiotherapy information systems and Area-based clinical cancer registries in NSW, and has published
on hospital in the home, use of data in health care, short stay surgery and post-acute care.

Paul Cooper, Ph.D, FACHI, CHIA, GAICD
A/Prof Health Informatics Management
School of Medicine | Deakin University

Paul is an independent consultant specialising in Digital Health. Building on his early career research
with a Ph.D in Biochemistry from the Walter+Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research his current
activities now focus more particularly on health informatics. He is a co-organiser of the Melbourne
meetup group Ai-in-Healthcare and is Deputy Chair of Biogrid and on the Victoria Council of HISA. He is
appointed as an A/Prof at Deakin Uni lecturing on health informatics and sits on the Health Ethics
committee of St. Vincents Healthcare. His 35 year career path includes research, government, private
sector and tertiary education.
Adjunct Professor Toby Hall
Group CEO
Saint Vincent’s Health Australia

Toby was appointed CEO of St Vincent’s Health Australia, Australia’s second largest healthcare provider
in April 2014. Prior to this, he was the CEO of Mission Australia, COO of World Vision Australia and CEO
of South Taranaki District Council.

He is a qualified accountant with an MBA, Toby is passionate about helping people “be the best they
can be”.
Toby is a director of UNICEF Australia, he chaired ASX listed Sterihealth prior to delisting and was a
director of Working Links the largest welfare to work provider to the U.K government. He has also been
a director of Goodstart, Australia’s largest provider of early learning services to over 60,000 children
and various Christian community organisations.
He has been a member of a range of government committees and advisory panels.
George Tambassis
National President
The Pharmacy Guild of Australia

George has been in community pharmacy for over 25 years and first became a Pharmacy Guild of
Australia elected official in the State of Victoria in 2005. He is a partner in five community pharmacies
in and around the city of Melbourne.
George has a keen interest in community pharmacists in Australia being able to work to their full scope
of practice to maximise benefits for patients and the health system.
As National President of the Guild, he signed the 6th Community Pharmacy Agreement in 2015 with the
Australian Government. The Agreement underpins the distribution and supply of Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme medicines across Australia, through 5700 community pharmacies.
George aims to make sure pharmacy maintains and enhances its role in Australia’s health system by
continually advancing the profession and providing the public with services, value and advice.
He travels regularly representing the Guild and Australian pharmacies at major international pharmacy
meetings and events.

Professor Trish Williams
Cisco Chair and Professor of Digital Health Systems
Flinders University

Professor Trish Williams is a leader in research and innovation in digital health. Trish is Cisco Chair and
Professor of Digital Health Systems at Flinders University, Co-Director, Flinders Digital Health Research
Centre, and Director, Cisco-Flinders Digital Health Design Lab and Digital Health IOT Laboratory.
Internationally recognised in her field, Trish applies 30 years’ experience in healthcare computing to
research and practical outcomes in cybersecurity, health IoT, mobile health, medical devices,
governance, patient safety, and health software safety. A passionate contributor and advocate for
digital health informatics standards, Trish is co-chair HL7 International Security Workgroup and
national expert on health informatics, security and medical device ISO standards. She has authored
over 130 medical information security and safety publications. With a community focus, she
contributes to NPS MedicineWise Data Governance Committee, the HISA Board (2014-2020), and
devotes time to the practical assessment of boutique gin and full-bodied red wine!

Professor Michael Kidd
Director
World Health Organization Collaborating Centre on Family Medicine and Primary Care

Professor Michael Kidd AM is an Australian academic, primary care researcher, educator and clinician,
currently based in both Australia and Canada. He is the current Director of the World Health
Organization Collaborating Centre on Family Medicine and Primary Care, and Chair of Family and

Community Medicine at the University of Toronto. He is also Senior Innovation Fellow with the Toronto
Institute for Health System Solutions and Virtual Care, and Professorial Fellow with the Murdoch
Children’s Research Institute at the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne. He is an elected fellow of
the Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences, a past President of the World Organization of
Family Doctors (WONCA), a past President of the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners, and
the former Executive Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences at Flinders
University. His current Australian government appointments include chair of the Primary Healthcare
Advisory Committee of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, member of the Independent
Expert Panel developing Australia’s National Health Information Strategy, and member of the
Australian Government’s Health Care Home Implementation Advisory Group. He is a Fellow of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors and is the chair of the Australian Alliance for Artificial
Intelligence in Healthcare, and a member of the board of beyondblue, Telstra Health, Therapeutic
Guidelines Limited, ModMed Institute, and Cornerstone Health. For ten years he was a member of the
International Research Advisory Board of the United Kingdom Biobank based at Oxford University. He is
one of the founders of both the Health Informatics Society of Australia and the Australian College of
Health Informatics. In the 1990s, he was the Chair of the General Practice Computing Group (which
included MSIA membership), during the widespread clinical computerisation of Australian General
Practice, and also served on the boards of the Australian Government MediConnect and HealthConnect
initiatives (the "precursors" to NeHTA and the Australian Digital Health Agency).
Professor David Watts
Professor of Information Law and Policy
La Trobe University

David Watts is one of Australia’s leading data protection experts with experience as a regulator, policy
maker, public and private sector lawyer.
As Victoria’s privacy commissioner until 2017, David was responsible for an extensive change
management program designed to reconceptualise the value of privacy and security for the state.
He is a leader in strategic advice and has developed guidance to support information sharing,
implement privacy by design and adopt safeguards for big data and technologies such as cloud
computing and biometrics.
Expanding on his Victorian role, David is Professor of Information Law and Policy at La Trobe

University’s Law School and Adjunct Professor of Law at the Deakin University Law School.
He leads the task force on Big Data and Open Data for the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Privacy and is a member of the Privacy Advisory Group for UN Global Pulse.
David is now taking on international projects and challenging new assignments in other Australian
jurisdictions.
Gary Barnier
Managing Director
Cooperage Capital Pty Ltd

Senior leader in the healthcare sector for over 15 years.
Currently:
• Managing Director of Cooperage Capital, a health and aged care advisory business focused on
policy and strategy, optimising current services and restructuring.
• Member of the Aged Care Financing Authority (ACFA), a role he has held for over 7 years. ACFA
is an Australian Government Statutory Body charged with providing independent advice to
Government on financing issues pertaining to aged care.
• Board Member on the NHMRC’s National Institute for Dementia Research. The Board oversees
the Australian Government’s commitment to dementia research in the areas of prevention,
cure, management and care.
Previously:
• Managing Director of Opal Aged Care, the largest private provider of residential aged care in
Australia, for 7 years.
• Chief Executive Officer of the I-Med Network, the largest provider of radiology services in
Australia and a global leader in diagnostic imaging.
• Chief Financial Officer of DCA Group Limited (an ASX 100 listed healthcare company).
Mr. Barnier has been involved in aged care policy design and implementation through his involvement
in the Living Longer Living Better aged care reforms and his membership of the Commonwealth
Government’s Aged Care Sector Committee and Strategic Workforce Advisory Group.
Gary was also a founding Director of the Aged Care Guild. Gary is a Fellow of CPA Australia, holds an
MBA from the Macquarie Graduate School of Management and is a member of the Australian Institute
of Company Directors.

Tracey Cain
CEO
Australian Public Affairs

•
•
•
•

Communications strategist
Advisor to Boards and CEOs
Issues and crisis management
Media and politics

Tracey’s specialty is communications strategy development and advisory roles with Boards and CEOs –
applying 30 years of experience in a range of media and communications roles.
On the political front, she worked as a journalist in both the NSW and Federal Parliamentary Press
Galleries, as a Ministerial media adviser in Australia, and also in the White House during the 1996
Presidential Elections.
She has worked in-house as a Director of Communications/Media for a leading Australian corporate
law firm offering advice to the firm and its clients, and later served as the founding CEO of a health and
aged care foundation.
Her expertise is in reputation risk and reputation management, particularly in the education and
training, legal and litigation, notfor-profit and social policy sectors.
Tracey is a Director of the Association of Independent Schools of NSW (since 2017) and Knox Grammar
School (since 2016), and was previously a Director of The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust (20052015), NSW Crime Stoppers (2010-2015) and the Chair of Wahroonga Preparatory School (2014-2015).

Toby Patten
Partner
Baker McKenzie

Toby Patten is a partner in the Australian Healthcare Group and Asia Pacific Healthcare Leadership Committee.
He has more than 15 years' experience in healthcare, intellectual property, technology and commercial law.
Toby's healthcare experience includes advising on regulatory and product registration requirements,
interactions with Australian healthcare professionals, negotiating licensing, clinical trials, marketing and royalty
sharing arrangements, preparation of GMP and quality agreements regarding the manufacturing of therapeutic
goods both in Australia and offshore.
In addition to his legal experience, Toby has a Bachelor of Science in biochemistry, and was awarded an Acritas
Star in 2017 as a stand out lawyer. Toby regularly presents to healthcare clients, on privacy, clinical trials, digital
marketing and contractual issues. He also co-authored Baker McKenzie's Healthtech Report: Powering The
Future of Healthcare In Asia Pacific.

Grahame Grieve
Principal
Health Intersections

Grahame Grieve is HL7's Product Director for "FHIR" - the leading healthcare data exchange standard of the
future. Grahame has a background in laboratory medicine, software vendor development, clinical research,
open source development and has also conceived, developed and sold interoperability and clinical document

solutions and products in the Australian market and around the world. Grahame has worked to develop
standards and solutions with several US vendor consortiums, and the national programs of Canada, England,
Singapore, and Australia.

Dr Bridget Bainbridge

Dr Bridget Bainbridge is recognised as an international privacy expert. Bridget’s background in information policy
and regulation extends over twenty years. She has developed of a number of pieces of Australian privacy
legislation and shaped the National Privacy Principles, the forerunner to the Australian Privacy Principles.
Bridget founded Bainbridge Associates, a data protection advisory enterprise, in 2010. As an adviser to both
public and private sector organisations she has worked in complex multi-disciplinary environments to align
information systems with information regulation. This has encompassed privacy risk management, privacy by
design, information governance, biometrics, identity, advanced data analytics, AI, trust by design and data
ethics. Bridget’s specific domain experience includes the health, human services, education and law
enforcement sectors.

Dr Tony Bartone
President
Australian Medical Association

Dr Anthony (Tony) Bartone was elected Federal President of the AMA in May 2018, having served as Vice
President since May 2016. He served as President of AMA Victoria (AMA VIC) from 2014 to 2016, and as Vice
President of AMA VIC from 2012 to 2014.
Dr Bartone is an experienced General Practitioner and management executive, working in two General Practices
in the northern suburbs of Melbourne. His principal specialty interests include men’s health, mental health
counselling, care co-ordination of patients with multiple chronic illnesses, and aged care. Dr Bartone graduated
from Melbourne University in 1984 after completing his residency at St Vincent’s Hospital in Melbourne, and
obtained his fellowship with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners in 1990.
Dr Bartone also completed a Master of Business Administration from the Melbourne Business School in 2004
with First Class Honours average.
Dr Bartone has held many Federal AMA Council and Committee positions since 2008, including serving as a
member of the AMA Council of General Practice.
At the 2016 AMA National Conference, Dr Bartone was awarded Fellowship of the Association in recognition of
his outstanding services to the AMA and as a mark of the high esteem in which he is held by Fellow members.
Dr Harry Nespolon

BM BS, DipRACOG, FRACGP, FACLM, BEc, LLB(Hons), GCLP, MBA, MHL, FAICD
Dr Harry Nespolon is the current President of the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners. He has been
a general practitioner for over 30 years. He is currently the principal of three Sydney general practices.
He is an experienced Company Director and Chair. He was Chair of GP Synergy, when the strategy to becomes
Australia’s largest general practice training provider was delivered. He is currently on the Board of Northern
Sydney Local Health District. He is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.
After completing his economic and law degrees he became a senior member of the Federal Australian Medical
Association delivering major policy outcomes. He completed his MBA at the Australian Graduate School of
Management and then worked as a Management Consultant, mainly in insurance and finance.
Harry is regularly sought out to provide advice regarding many aspects of healthcare financing and policy,
including medico-legal reports. He holds a Master’s in Health Law.

